N PHOTOGRAPHY

From Napaim to Palm Trees

On June 8,1972 then 2I-year-old AP photographer Nick Ut tooR a history-
changing photo that will forever be Rnown as "Napalm Girl". Oi sits down with
NicR to talk about the photo, Paris Hilton, and why Photoshop is cheating
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The "Napalm Girl” photo has been widely
praised as the photo that stopped the war.
Was it luck or skill? Or simply being at the
right place at the right time?

Nick Ut: My brother was a very good
photographer. He wanted to have a picture to
stop the war. He also wanted to win a prize for
his photography. But God never gave it to him.
He was only 35 when he died. God gave it to
me. That day there were a few photographers
there. There was a guy from UPI [United Press
International] and he was loading film when the
villagers came running towards us. That was
40 years ago. Cameras weren't like now. It took
three minutes to change film. His hands were
big and slow. My hands were small so I could
change the film quickly.

My brother was brother number seven.
That photo was number seven on the
negatives. Whenever I think about that photo,

I put my hands together and say "thank you"
to my brother.

1t’s well documented how you put Kim
Phuc [the "Napalm Girl”] into your car and
got her to the hospital, using your press
credentials to demand that she be treated.
Inherent in being a photojournalist is

the ethics of reporting the news versus
helping those in need. How do you balance
the two?

N: During the war, I saw thousands of people
dying. I wanted to help so much. When you see
people get shot, or injured people, or people
who need help, you don’t just watch and let
people die. People like Carter took the photo
and didn't help at all. [Nick references Kevin
Carter who famously captured the scene of

a Sudanese child being stalked by a vulture.
Carter similarly won the Pulitzer in 1994 but
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Nick with Kim Phuc in Washington D.C.



